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(4) or 11 (14). Gill rakers 4+6=10 (1), 4+7=11,
24+21=45 (1), 23+23=46 (1) or 24+22=46 (5).

(2) or 4+8=12(1). Vertebrae 23+22=45 (1

Fin ray counts: dorsal 1,7 (18); pectoral 1,7,i (5), 1,8 (1), 1,8,i (9) or 1,9 (3); pelvic i,5 (18);
anal iii,8 (11) or iii,9 (7); caudal 8/9 (18). Dorsal origin nearer tip of snout than caudal
flexure. Dorsal spine stout, with 4-14 irregular serrae posteriorly. Pectoral spine stout, with
14-15 large serrae posteriorly. Anal origin slightly posterior to adipose origin. Depressed
dorsal not reaching adipose fin. Caudal fin forked; upper lobe rounded with upper simple
principal ray produced into a filament, lower lobe rounded posteriorly.

Colour. -Dorsal surface of head and body uniform light grey to grey (live or freshly-dead
specimens have a golden-yellow hue which fades on preservation), without a humeral spot,
lateral line cream to yellow; ventral surfaces of head and body dirty white; adipose fin and
fin rays of all fins grey; inter-radial membranes of all fins dirty yellow.

Distribution. -Only known from the Sadong and Rajang basins in northern Borneo.

Ecology. -Hemibagrus chrysops is a relatively small species and is sexually mature at about
150 mm SL (compared to 300 mm SL for H. nemurus s. 1.). It can be found living
sympatrically with H. nemurus s. 1. in the Sadong and Rajang drainages. In the Rajang
River, it appears to be found mainly in the downstream sections of the river whereas H.
nemurus s. 1. appears to be found much further upstream. Thus, some form of longitudinal
segregation may occur within drainages, but this remains to be confirmed.

Etymology. -From the Greek "chrysops", meaning gold-coloured. The name refers to its
golden live coloration and is used as an adjective.

Remarks. -The taxonomy of material identified as H. nemurus is at present rather confusing,
and it is highly likely that such material may consist of more than one species (Ng & Ng,
1995). Although Ng & Ng (1995) divided most of the nominal Sundaic Hemibagrus into
four sub-groups, we feel that the use of this scheme in the discussion would complicate it
unnecessarily. We have decided to follow Weber & de Beaufort (1913) and Roberts (1989)
in considering Macrones bleekeri Volz, 1903, Macrones bo Popta, 1904, Macrones fortis
Popta, 1904, Macrones fortis var. capitulum Popta, 1904, Macrones howong Popta, 1904,
Macrones kajan Popta, 1904, Mystus johorensis Herre, 1940 and Mystus pahangensis Herre,
1940, junior synonyms of Hemibagrus nemurus (Valenciennes in Cuvier & Valenciennes,

Fig. 1. Hemibagrus chrysops, ZRC 39518, paratype, 113.7 mrn SL.
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